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Biography 
 

Alabama native, Carol Hickman was born and educated in Tuscaloosa, Alabama and currently resides in 
Wetumpka, Alabama. Although she did not start painting until the age of 50, she was hooked the minute 
she started. Formally trained as a Home Economics teacher at the University of Alabama (Tuscaloosa), 
Hickman designed clothes, recipes, quilts, and interiors. So it is not surprising that after retirement she fell 
in love with art.  Her work has developed into a loose impressionist style, utilizing a vivid and rich color 
pallet. Much of her work depicts the wonder and beauty of the natural world while often integrating 
buildings and structures softened with flowers or garden scenes. 

Carol Hickman has an intense interest in the natural world, which is expressed through a variety of series 
of works: “Fabulous Flowers” depicting her intense interest in gardening and flower arranging, “Lovely 
Landscapes” illustrates her love of nature, emphasizing that God is the best artist, while her “Alabama 
Lakes” series focuses on, the beautiful scenery of Alabama lakes and especially those of Lake Martin. 
Additionally, “Depicting Memories” focuses primarily on illustrations of historical places and scenes. 

As a painter, Hickman uses a brush in all her paintings but her favorite tool is a knife. In the artist’s 
words, “I mix several colors on my knife and I’m always surprised by the outcome when I apply it to a 
canvas. Sometimes I just apply one color at a time, then come back with another color on top of the first 
color and again, I am amazed with the outcome. The knife also gives marvelous texture to a painting, 
which in my opinion, gives it more interest.” 

Award winning artist, Carol Hickman, a member of several area art guilds and an officer for the Elmore 
County Art Guild for several years stated, “Although awards are fabulous, I paint because I love it, not to 
receive awards.”  

Hickman currently serves as the President of the Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial Gallery in Wetumpka, 
Alabama, more affectionately known as “The Kelly.” Having served on its Board of Directors since its 
inception she has been amazed at the accomplishments.  

*The Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial Gallery is a hybrid between a museum and a gallery, collecting notable 
art for its permanent collection for the enrichment of current and future generations. Its current permanent 
collection has grown excess of $350,000.00 since its inception and includes a range of art and artists from 
historical to current traditional southern art to contemporary abstraction.  “The Kelly” also features four 
rotating exhibits a year, 60 to date which promote currently working Alabama and Southeastern artists; 
representing more than 500 artists in its seven- year history. – thekelly.org 

Hickman, trilled to be a member of The Red Hill Gallery stated, “There is something different about what 
this gallery is doing. It’s artists are the members of the Art Council where the decisions are made. I look 
forward to being part of this team of fabulous artist and can’t wait to see and help it grow.” 

Carol Hickman hopes to continue painting and promoting art and artists the rest of her life; loving both 
sides of the art spectrum and believing it her mission at this stage of her life. 


